
the action lab stands on three pillars

the space: Edmonton’s most unique venue that you can rent 
for private events, workshops, meetings, strategic planning and 
more engaging collaboration

facilitation & workshops: If you need facilitation of strategic 
planning and visioning we have amazing people who can design 
and facilitate a session to suit your needs 

social innovation lab: Stewardship of three-month deep dive 
processes to navigate complex social issues and co-design 
solutions with community



“For social innovation labs to be e�ective they need:   
          
1. The right stewardship, which Skills Society has experience 
with through their Citizen Action Lab approach
   
2. The space and tools that elicit fresh thinking, collaboration, 
creative problem solving and building solutions as a collective
     
3. Access to the most promising practices emerging in the national 
and international community of social labs, which Ben Weinlick 
and Skills Society have been pro-active in developing.”

tim draimin, Social Innovation Generation National
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the space
Edmonton’s most unique venue that you can rent for private 
events, workshops, meetings, strategic planning and more 
engaging collaboration

When you rent the Action Lab, you are doing more than just renting 
an amazing space. A portion of the rental fee provides employment 
for people with disabilities who help coordinate Action Lab events and 
subsidizes community groups who are not able to a�ord the full fee.
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about action lab
The Action Lab is a social enterprise of Skills Society; an inter-
nationally recognized leader in social innovation and one of the 
largest disability service organization in Edmonton—skillssociety.ca 

With help from Manasc Isaac Architects the space was designed 
for hosting inspiring events, group collaboration, strategy sessions 
and social innovation. There isn’t anything quite like the Action Lab 
in western Canada. The Action Lab experience promotes creativity, 
o�ers tools to help tap into collective wisdom and helps people 
prototype solutions to challenges they are working on.  

Revenue from the Action Lab supports the employment of people 
with disabilities, innovative social change initiatives of Skills 
Society and subsidizes community groups who can’t a�ord the 
full fee.

the space
Edmonton’s most unique venue that you can rent for private 
events, workshops, meetings, strategic planning and more 
engaging collaboration

When you rent the Action Lab, you are doing more than just renting 
an amazing space. A portion of the rental fee provides employment 
for people with disabilities who help coordinate Action Lab events and 
subsidizes community groups who are not able to a�ord the full fee.

pillar 1: the space

the action lab features

• Space for up to 59 people 
comfortably

• A large lecture area with  
configurable table arrangment

• Four collaborative break out 
spaces with large white boards

• Sticky notes, sharpies 
• A state of the art kitchen 
• Co�ee and tea
• Two state of the art projectors 

in separate spaces
• Digital smart board
• Wireless Microphones
• Wifi access
• Computer to run keynote or 

powerpoint
• Sound system for music
• Collaboration and problem 

solving tools
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pillar 1: the space

corporate & government rate

Full use of the space, technology  
and tools for up to 59 people. 

$600 half-day, $1100 full-day

Co�ee & Tea
$1.00/person half day
$2.00/person full day 

Juice/Pop
$1.75/person

community rate

Call or email and we’ll figure out 
together a rate that works for 
your community group of up to 
59 people. 

2016 action lab rental rates

Co�ee & Tea
$1.00/person half day
$2.00/person full day 

Juice/Pop
$1.75/person

non-profit rate

Full use of the space, technology 
and tools for up to 59 people.

$400 half-day, $600 full-day 
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corporate & government rate

Full use of the space, technology  
and tools for up to 59 people. 

$600 half-day, $1100 full-day
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community rate
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2016 action lab rental rates

Co�ee & Tea
$1.00/person half day
$2.00/person full day 

Juice/Pop
$1.75/person

non-profit rate

Full use of the space, technology 
and tools for up to 59 people.

$400 half-day, $600 full-day facilitation
We can work with you to develop an im-
pactful experience for your group. We have 
expertise in guiding visioning, strategic 
planning, world cafes, human centered  
design thinking and creative problem solving. 
In addition, a member of the Action Lab 
team is one of the few people in western 
Canada certified to guide LEGO® SERIOUS 
PLAY® strategy sessions. 

Contact us for facilitation costs at  
info@skillssociety.ca or 780-496-9686. 

workshops
We o�er community workshops throughout 
the year that anyone is  
welcome to attend.

• Culture and tools of social innovation
• Human Centered Service Design Thinking
• Collective Impact
• Diverse and vibrant workplaces
• Supporting the engaged citizenship of 

people with disabilities
• LEGO® SERIOUS PLAY® 
• Being, Belonging, Becoming: Supporting 

Quality of Life

For further information about facilitation and 
workshops contact us.

facilitation & workshops
If you need facilitation of strategic planning and visioning we have amazing people 
who can design and facilitate a session to suit your needs

pillar 2: facilitatio
n &

 w
o

rksho
ps
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the action lab stands on three pillars

the space: Edmonton’s most unique venue that you can rent 
for private events, workshops, meetings, strategic planning and 
more engaging collaboration

facilitation & workshops: If you need facilitation of strategic 
planning and visioning we have amazing people who can design 
and facilitate a session to suit your needs 

social innovation lab: Stewardship of three-month deep dive 
processes to navigate complex social issues and co-design 
solutions with community

pillar 1: the space

corporate & government rate

Full use of the space, technology 
and tools for up to 59 people. 

$700 half-day, $1200 full-day

Co�ee & Tea
$1.00/person half day
$2.00/person full day 

Juice/Pop
$1.75/person

community rate

Call or email and we’ll figure out 
together a rate that works for 
your community group of up to 
59 people. 

action lab rental rates

Co�ee & Tea
$1.00/person half day
$2.00/person full day 

Juice/Pop
$1.75/person

non-profit rate

Full use of the space, technology 
and tools for up to 59 people.

$450 half-day, $700 full-day 

social innovation lab
Stewardship of three-month deep dive processes to 
navigate complex social issues and co-design solu-
tions with community

We are part of a social innovation ecosystem in Canada
that is engaging in collective impact and change lab pro-
cesses to tackle complex social challenges. A social innovation
lab is a collaborative approach to navigating complexity
that has a bias towards action and designing practical pro-
totyped solutions alongside the people that are a�ected by
an issue.  Over the last five years Skills Society has invested
in learning about and stewarding social innovation labs.
Recently our leadership of a change lab focused on increas-
ing the inclusion and citizenship experience of people with
disabilities was recognized nationally and in the Stanford
Social Innovation Review magazine.

how to get involved
Contact Ben Weinlick, MA—Senior Leader of Research and 
Social Innovation at Skills Society if you would like to par-
ticipate or support a three-month deep dive innovation lab. 
ben@skillssociety.ca | 780-496-9686

what happens during a three- 
month deep dive?

• Convening diverse group 
of citizen explorers, policy 
makers, government cham-
pions, designers, journalists 
and academics

• On the ground research and 
sense making of an issue 
with community

• Identifying assumptions, 
needs, root causes 

• Prototyping solutions, ser-
vices, innovations

• Testing prototypes, getting 
feedback, iterating, refining

• Proposals of implementation 
of social innovation(s)

pillar 3: so
cial innovatio

n lab
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contact us

If you have any questions about our services or 
would like to book the Action Lab please contact us:
  
#210, 10408–124 Street, Edmonton, AB, T5N 1R5
info@skillssociety.ca | 780-496-9686

skillssociety.ca



the space
Edmonton’s most unique venue that you can rent for private 
events, workshops, meetings, strategic planning and more 
engaging collaboration

When you rent the Action Lab, you are doing more than just renting 
an amazing space. A portion of the rental fee provides employment 
for people with disabilities who help coordinate Action Lab events and 
subsidizes community groups who are not able to a�ord the full fee.
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facilitation
We can work with you to develop an im-
pactful experience for your group. We have 
expertise in guiding visioning, strategic 
planning, world cafes, human centered  
design thinking and creative problem solving. 
In addition, a member of the Action Lab 
team is one of the few people in western 
Canada certified to guide LEGO® SERIOUS 
PLAY® strategy sessions. 

Contact us for facilitation costs at  
info@skillssociety.ca or 780-496-9686. 

workshops
We o�er community workshops throughout 
the year that anyone is  
welcome to attend.

• Culture and tools of social innovation
• Human Centered Service Design Thinking
• Collective Impact
• Diverse and vibrant workplaces
• Supporting the engaged citizenship of 

people with disabilities
• LEGO® SERIOUS PLAY® 
• Being, Belonging, Becoming: Supporting 

Quality of Life

For further information about facilitation and 
workshops contact us.

facilitation & workshops
If you need facilitation of strategic planning and visioning we have amazing people 
who can design and facilitate a session to suit your needs

pillar 2: facilitatio
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